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Historical Items 

 
It is commonly accepted that Pennsylvania constables were founded in 1664 as England expanded its dominion in 
America. There’s a census record of a constable in New Sweden (included South East Pennsylvania and North East 
Delaware) under the rule of Sweden as early as 1644; under the surrender of New Netherland in 1664 – all inferior Civil 
officers and Magistrates were allowed to remain in office until the next election if they so pleased. Below are some of the 
earliest proclamations. 

Charter for the Province of Pennsylvania 1681 – AND wee doe likewise give and grant unto the said William Penn, and his heires, and to 
his and their Deputies and Lieutenants, full power and authoritie to appoint and establish any Judges and Justices, Magistrates and Officers 
whatsoever…  https://avalon.law.yale.edu/17th_century/pa01.asp  

Some Account by William Penn 1681 [pg212] – Full power to the said William Penn, etc., to appoint Judges Leiutenants Justices 
Magistrates and Officers for what causes so-ever  https://www.loc.gov/resource/gdcmassbookdig.narrativesofearl03myer/?sp=234  

Letter from William Penn 1683 [pg239] – And for the well Government of the said Counties, Courts of Justice are establisht in every County, 
with proper Officers, as Justices, Sheriffs, Clarks, Constables, etc.  
https://www.loc.gov/resource/gdcmassbookdig.narrativesofearl03myer/?sp=261  

Proclamation of 1693 – “And I do hereby Require all Justices of the Peace, Sheriffs, Constables, and other Officers…”  
https://www.loc.gov/resource/rbpe.14000500/  

Proclamation of 1729 – “I hereby strictly Charge and Require the Mayor, Recorder, Magistrates, and other Officers of the City of Philadelphia, 
all Justices, Sheriffs, Constables and other Officers…”  https://www.loc.gov/resource/rbpe.14001600/ 

Proclamation of 1780 – “To all Justices of the Peace, Sheriffs, Constables and other Civil Officers…”  
https://www.loc.gov/item/rbpe.14600100/  
 
Civil Government of Pennsylvania, C. L. Gruber 1912 –  

- “The Constable. The Constable is the chief executive officer of the township. 
- “The High Constable. This officer performs police duties…” 
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containing about Four Thousand Souls. Two General As
semblies have been held, and with such Concord and Dispatch, 
that they sate but three Weeks, and at least seventy Laws were 
past without one Dissent in any material thing. But of this 
more hereafter, being yet Raw and New in our Geer: However, 
I cannot forget their singular Respect to me in this Infancy of 
things, who by their own private Expences so early consider' d 
Mine for the Publick, as to present me with an Impost upon 
certain Goods Imported and Exported: Which after my Ac
knowledgements of their Affection, I did as freely Remit to 
the Province and the Traders to it. And for the well Govern
ment of the said Counties, Courts of Justice are establisht in 
every County, with proper Officers, as Justices, Sheriffs, Clarks, 
Constables, etc., which Courts are held every two Moneths: 
But to prevent Law-Suits, there are three Peace-makers chosen 
by every County-Court, in the nature of common Arbitrators, 
to hear and end Differences betwixt man and man; and Spring 
and Fall there is an Orphan's Court in each County, to inspect, 
and regulate the Affairs of Orphans and Widdows. 

XXXII. Philadelphia, the Expectation of those that are
concern' d in this Province, is at last laid out to the great Con
tent of those here, that are any wayes Interested therein; The 
Scituation is a N eek of Land, and lieth between two Navigable ---
Rivers, Delaware and Skulkill, whereby it hath two Fronts 
upon the Water, each a Mile, and two from River to River. 
Delaware is a glorious River, but the Skulkill being an hundred 
Miles Boatable above the Falls, and its Course North-East 
toward the Fountain of Susquahannah ( that tends to the 
Heart of the Province, and both sides our own) it is like to be 
a great part of the Settlement of this Age. I say little of the 
Town it self, because a Plat-form1 will be shewn you by my 
Agent, in which those who are Purchasers of me, will find their 
Names and Interests: But this I will say for the good Provi
dence of God, that of all the many Places I have seen in the 
World, I remember not one better seated; so that it seems to 
me to have been appointed for a Town, whether we regard the 
Rivers, or the conveniency of the Coves, Docks, Springs, the 

1 The map or plan of Philadelphia made by the surveyor general Thomas 
Holme, in 1683, and first published the same year at the end of this pamphlet, as 
A Portraiture of the City of Phuadelphia. See it, opposite p. 242. 
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